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or the Triangle of Security. This area was chosen for
the proximity of the Carpathians, making water-
power, petroleum and natural gas available, and for its
comparative remoteness from the frontiers of Germany
and Russia; great strategic importance was attached
to it. But Ukrainian territorial autonomy would cut
right across the Central District; this was not to be
thought of, least of all in the critical year of 1938.
Relations between the Poles and Ukrainians now
deteriorated, and the Polish authorities began once
again to make difficulties for members of the Orthodox
and Uniate Churches and with regard to the use of
Cyrillic script. All through the summer the Ukrainians
stood on tiptoe, as it were, watching the Czech-German
situation and convinced that Germany's pressure
would force the Poles to make concessions to them
too. When in October Poland was obviously working
for Ruthenia to go to Hungary, her Ukrainians became
thoroughly enraged, and the O.U.N. fired Polish
farms again and went in for other outrages. But the
Belvedere Award of November znd, though it
chopped down Ruthenia, made possible the autonom-
ous Ukrainian regime at Chust; it constituted a
tremendous encouragement to Great Ukrainian hopes,
and spelt not only a serious humiliation for Poland,
but a breach between Berlin and Warsaw. For in
setting up the Ukrainian Piedmont the Germans were,
in the Polish view, tacitly repudiating their ten years'
guarantee of the frontiers of Poland. The Germans,
no doubt, did what they could to persuade the Poles
that they need only grant a generous autonomy to
their own Ukrainians in order to continue to enjoy
Germany's partnership; they tried to suggest that a
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